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Two sessions will hold every year from July - September 
and October - December, at the Centre.

Focused on experimentation and new possibilities in painting and sculpture - two 
mediums celebrated African pioneer modernist artist, Ben Enwonwu excelled in - 
the residency welcomes work in all areas of the visual arts, and is open to artists of 
African and French descent. It seeks to foster cross-cultural ties and exchange 
between African countries and France by providing a platform for artists to 
broaden their practice, nurture new forms and ideas, establish networks and 
develop collaborative projects.

The programme encourages applications that engage Lagos as a mega city by 
exploring themes that preoccupied Enwonwu throughout his career, including 
identity, the body(the gaze), gender equality, spirituality and religion, peace and 
conflict resolution, and environmental sustainability.

During their stay, residents will immerse themselves in the increasingly vibrant 
Lagos art scene, through introductions to local artists, artisans, art organisations 
and events, as well as cultural and academic institutions. They are also expected 
to engage with the public through open studios, workshops, artist talks and 
focused discussions

ARTIST RESIDENCY
PROGRAMME:
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Accomodation
Selected artists will be provided with a 
live/work studio space at the new, ultra 
modern Alliance Française Lagos/Mike 
Adenuga Centre in Nigeria.
 
Playing host to many major arts events in 
Lagos, it's facilities - including a gallery, 
library, state-of-the art auditorium, and 
the world famous bakery/ bistro Maison 
Eric Keyser - are excellent for research, 
exhibitions, presentations and talks.

Support
All artists will receive a monthly 
stipend for incidentals and a one-off 
stipend for additional art supplies. 
Funding for travel within Lagos will 
also be covered while assistance with 
visa letters will be extended to 
international participants. However, 
they will be responsible for their visa 
fees, travel fare and health care.

RESIDENCY
CONDITIONS    
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For consideration, please visit the website and fill the online form  
https://benenwonwufoundation.org/artist-in-residence-programme/

Applicants must also include:

– Full name / date of birth / gender
– Passport photo & passport copy
– Language(s) spoken
– City/country
– E-mail
– Website
– CV (PDF) and artist's statement explaining motivation and research objectives 
– Samples of previous work (PDF, website, link to Dropbox or similar)
 – Project proposal: Specific project for this residency, including special needs and          
     production  logistics
– Preferred time of residency

Output
Leading Lagos- based gallery, Omenka will 
provide curatorial and logistical support 
for the programme, which will culminate in 
an exhibition of works produced during the 
artists’ stay. Sales from the exhibition will 
be split 70% for the artist, 20% for the 
Foundation and 10% to Alliance Française 
Lagos/Mike Adenuga Centre. Artists may 
also gift any work of their choice to the 
Foundation.

APPLICATION
INFORMATION
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Application opens for both sessions: January 31,  2020
Application deadline: March 20, 2020
Announcement of successful candidates: May 11, 2020 
Applicants may benefit three times in total from The Lagos Creative Project.
For more information on the residency programme, contact the Foundation 
via:  info@benenwonwufoundation.org.

SELECTION 
PROCESS 

IMPORTANT
DATES

Residents will be selected based on the quality of their work, 
commitment to their practice and adherence to the themes. Successful 
applicants will be contacted via email.
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Charles Courdent is the Director of Alliance Française 
(AF) Lagos. He studied literature, Latin, French, Greek 
and political science. His role includes managing AF’s 
new Ikoyi headquarters; generously sponsored by 
Dr Mike Adenuga. Fully operational, the linguistic and 
cultural centre comes equipped with 9 classes, an art 
gallery, a cinema, an outdoor amphitheatre, library, 
restaurant and a French bakery, Maison Eric Kayser. 

CHARLES COURDENT

He has worked in several countries including Vietnam, France where he was head of 
school, and Scotland where he organised the first co-location with the Goethe-Institut 
in Glasgow. He has also previously served as Director of Alliance Française in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia and Director of the French Institute South Africa during the 
“France/South Africa cultural seasons”.

Tamzin Lovell-Miller is the founder and chief executive 
officer of Artfundi, an art software company which 
provides a platform for galleries, collectors and 
museums to professionally manage their art inventories. 
Prior to this, she co-founded Sulger Buel and founded 
Lovell galleries in South Africa and in the UK 
respectively. 
A contemporary art and research specialist with 

TAMZIN LOVELL-MILLER

experience in data analysis, forecasting, market segmentation, strategy and building 
galleries, Lovell-Miller is also CEO of ‘Talking Sense’, an art consultancy that offers key-note 
speaking and curatorial expertise for art fairs, museums and galleries, as well as world-class 
gallery management.

JUDGING PANEL
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Azu Nwagbogu is the founder and director of the 
African Artists’ Foundation (AAF), a non-profit 
organisation based in Lagos, dedicated to the 
promotion and development of contemporary African 
art and artists. Until recently, Nwagbogu was acting 
chief curator at Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art in 
Cape Town. 

AZU NWAGBOGU

He also founded the annual National Art Competition, to provide a platform of exposure 
for emerging Nigerian artists. Nwagbogu also founded and serves as director of the 
LagosPhoto Festival, a yearly event to bring leading local and international photographers 
into dialogue with the multifaceted stories of Africa. 
In addition, Azu Nwagbogu created Art Base Africa, a virtual space to discover and learn 
about contemporary art from Africa and her related diaspora.

Touria El Glaoui is the founder of the 1-54 art fair, the 
leading international art fair dedicated to 
contemporary art from Africa and her diaspora.
She was included among the 100 most powerful women 
in Africa by Forbes in 2016, the 50 most powerful 
women in Africa by Jeune Afrique, and the 100 most 
influential Africans in business by New African in 2013. 

TOURIA EL GLAOUI

Touria El Glaoui holds an MBA in strategic management and international business from 
Pace University, New York. She is a member of the Executive Committee of The Friends of 
Leighton House, London and a trustee of the Marrakech Biennial.
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Bruce Onobrakpeya is a Nigerian painter, sculptor and 
printmaker, celebrated as one of the most successful 
artists to have emerged in West Africa in the 20th 
century. Onobrakpeya continues to bear much 
influence on the generation of artists in Nigeria, who 
have established their practices in the post-colonial 

BRUCE ONOBRAKPEYA MFR

period. He is the founder of the Bruce Onobrakpeya Foundation and the annual Harmattan 
Workshop, held in his hometown Agbara-Otor in Delta State.
 
Bruce Onobrakpeya has received many honours including the UNESCO Living Human 
Treasures Award (2006) and the Member of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (2002). In 
addition, his works have been exhibited at; ‘the Venice Biennale’; the Tate Modern, 
London; National Museum of African Art at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, 
D.C.; Museum of African and African-American Art and Antiquities, New York; Malmö 
Konsthall in Malmö, Sweden; and National Gallery of Modern Art, Lagos, to name a few. 
He is also represented in the collection of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II.



Ben Enwonwu is the most celebrated African artist of the 20th century. His legacy 
rests partly on a successful synthesis of indigenous art traditions with Western 
conventions to create a modern national aesthetic.

His father, Odigwe Omenka was a skillful traditional sculptor, while his mother, Iyom 
Nweze owned a lucrative textile business. Enwonwu enrolled at Government 
College, Ibadan in 1934, where he studied under Kenneth C. Murray. In 1937, 
Enwonwu was one of a few students Murray exhibited at the Zwemmer Gallery in 
London, and later at the Empire Exhibition in Glasgow. This resulted in a 
scholarship to continue his studies in England, first at Goldsmith College, and 
subsequently at the Slade School of Art, where he graduated with a distinction in 
sculpture
in 1947. In 1946, he was invited by the Director-General of UNESCO, Sir Julian 
Huxley, to participate in the International Exhibition of Modern Art at Musée 
National d’Art’. Over the next ten years, he held several solo exhibitions at Berkley 
Gallery, Gallerie Appolinaire and in the United States at the behest of the Harmon 
Foundation.
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Enwonwu returned to Nigeria in 1948, having been appointed Art Supervisor of the 
Colonial Office. In 1955, he was awarded an MBE (Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire) for his contributions to art and culture. To commemorate Queen 
Elizabeth II’s visit to Nigeria in 1959, he was commissioned to sculpt her portrait. 
The sittings began at Buckingham Palace in London and the completed bronze 
was first shown at the exhibition of the Royal Society of British Artists, of which 
Enwonwu was a member, and then displayed at the Nigerian House of 
Representatives in Lagos.

In 1968, Enwonwu was appointed Cultural Advisor to the Nigerian government and 
in 1971, Nigeria’s first professor of art at the University of Ife. Over the next decade, 
he received many accolades including an honourary doctorate from the Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, honourary citizenship and Officer of the National Order of 
the Republic of Senegal, and the Nigerian National Merit Award. Throughout his 
career, Enwonwu held several exhibitions in Nigeria and abroad and in 1991, a 
retrospective show spanning 50 years of creativity was held in his honour at the 
National Museum in Lagos.

He died on February 5, 1994 at the age of 77.
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The Ben Enwonwu Foundation (BEF) was established in 2003 in honour of 
celebrated Nigerian artist, scholar, educator, art administrator and statesman, 
Professor Benedict Chukwukadibia Enwonwu MBE, NNOM (1917-94).

Amongst many other accomplishments, Enwonwu was the first Nigerian artist to 
gain international recognition. Conferred in 1954 with the Member of the 
distinguished order of the British Empire, he remains the only Black artist to have 
been commissioned to sculpt Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. In Nigeria, Enwonwu 
was also the first professor of art and first federal art adviser.

ABOUT 
THE FOUNDATION

Widely acclaimed as Africa’s pioneer modernist artist and one of the greatest in 
the world, he is credited with laying the philosophical foundations of contemporary 
African art by fusing Western techniques and conventions with indigenous 
traditions and aesthetics — his over sixty-year career embracing a broad range of 
socio-political and economic movements, philosophies and themes including Pan 
Africanism, Negritude, identity, the body (the gaze), gender equality, spirituality and 
religion, peace and conflict resolution.

The Foundation aims to sustain and build on his life’s work through a 
three-pronged approach to:
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1. Promote, foster, explain, protet and give prestige to, in Nigeria and globally, his 
artistic, intellectual and political legacy by such acts as the publishing of a 
catalogue raisonne in volumes, of his total creative output, and the managing, 
defending and administering of the intangible rights derived from his work and 
person.

2. Maintain a diverse multi-disciplinary public programme of exhibitions, projects, 
workshops, talks and lectures that:

Explores in a research-minded way, Enwonwu’s oeuvre while increasing the 
visibility and appreciation of art from the African continent, and brings together 
professionals across such diverse sectors as the arts, government, science and 
technology, to advocate for change, proffer solutions and impact policy in 
addressing major issues affecting Africa and the rest of the world.

On-going initiatives in this regard are the ‘Ben Enwonwu Distinguished Lecture 
Series’ and ‘Point of View’ (POV), held in partnership with Alliance Francaise Lagos/ 
Mike Adenuga Centre. Both foster public understanding of the relevance of the 
visual arts to socio-economic advancement. Begun in 2004, the series features 
national and international leaders, renowned thinkers and key policy makers as 
speakers. Launched in 2019 as a monthly interdisciplinary talks platform, ‘ Point of 
View’, in addition, encourages artists’ professional development while canvasing 
for public-private funding for the visual arts.

As part of its year-round educational programme, BEF’s scholarship scheme 
benefits second year students of the finest tertiary institutions in Nigeria. The 
Foundation also supports publications and research exploring the cultural and 
social context of Enwonwu’s art. Located along with the Foundation in the artist’s 
home, which lends to its historical and cultural significance, leading gallery, 
Omenka, represents an exceptional selection of artists whose work in varying 
media resonates strongly with the African continent and her related diaspora.

3. Promote cross-cultural ties and exchange between established and emerging 
artists, designers and curators, through international residencies that nurture new 
forms and ideas, build networks and provide mentoring opportunities and 
possibilities for collaborative projects.

The Ben Enwonwu Foundation has together with Alliance Francaise/ Mike Adenuga 
Centre, recently instituted an international artists’ residency. Open to artists of 
African and French descent, it welcomes applications that engage the enterprise 
and dynamism of Lagos, as well as the themes that preoccupied Ben Enwonwu, 
through much of his illustrious career.
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Alliance Française Lagos is a Nigerian-run, not-for-profit institution dedicated to 
the promotion of French language and Francophone cultures. As such, it offers 
French and local language classes, provides professional translation services for 
private and corporate needs and organises a variety of cultural non-commercial 
events such as exhibitions, screenings, talks, concerts and dance events, featuring 
talents coming from both France and Francophone countries, and from the locally 
grown artistic community.

In less than a year, Alliance Française Lagos / Mike Adenuga Centre has become a 
top-notch innovative cultural landmark in Lagos, attracting hundreds of people 
every month to celebrate cross- cultural creation and diversity. Through the 
implementation of an aggressive cultural policy, the centre achieved an impressive 
first season, multiplying the collaborations with major festivals and cultural events 
such as the Ake International Book Festival and the Lagos Design Week, as well as 
with emerging talents, thus celebrating the buzz and creative spirit of one of 
Africa’s biggest megalopolises.

ABOUT 
ALLIANCE FRANCAISE
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CONTACT

+234 909 084 6991
info@benenwonwufoundation.org
www.benenwonwufoundation.org


